Winter'^2004 


vm 


TRYON   PALACE   HISTORIC    SITES    &   GARDENS 


Hi 

^  e 

■  "»'*'■  *Dj^ 

^^^^W\ 

"1 

^w 


^^ 


J-^ 


1i"''j.>»-- 


I 


iMK^^^:' 


♦*C^'^ 


-^fcrAr' 


it 


ZfSi  -^ 


♦rt  ** 


%  * 


..-"ft-.  •■ 


'♦i5.ia 


J  • 


'.:  ^^?*^r^ 


i 

.f 

P 

If    ,   "^     i3fl|gBiS3i8 

\L 

pvi  ^       Ci^j^a 

|ri 

■S^:  '^ 

J 

Beloved  Garcmis  ^ 

!!•:. 

:^. 


Something  Old,  Something  New 

Tryon  Palace  stafj  painter  Leroy  Dupree  applies  a  fresh  coat  of  histi>rically  accurate 
"stone"  color  paint  to  the  fireplace  iruintel  in  the  Housekeepers  Room  oj  the  Palace.  Three 
rooTTLS  in  the  Palace  -  the  Entrance  Hall  and  Butlers  Room,  along  with  the  Housekeeper's 
Room  -  were  repainted  in.  the  popular  1 8th  century  hue  this  fall  as  part  of  a  larger  effort 
aimed  at  reinterfrreting  the  Palace  in  the  most  accurate  way  possible. 


Volunteer  Opportunities  Abound  in  Spring 


Winter  days  will  soon  become 
lon^'cr,  and  hearts  and  minds 
will  turn  toward  spring.  As  if  on  cue, 
the  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  spring  calendar  is  filled  to  the 
hrim  with  a  variety  of  springtime  vol- 
unteer opportunities  for  people  of  all 
ages.  They  include: 

Young  Sprouts  Program:  From 
March  through  May,  Young  Sprouts  - 
a  program  designed  for  second-grade 
students  as  part  of  their  study  on  the 
cycle  of  life  -  needs  adult  facilitators 
to  lead  these  delightful  youngsters 
through  the  maze  of  many  subjects. 
Training  will  be  offered. 

Gate  Clic  kers:  The  grounds  at 
Tryon  Palace  are  open  free  to  the  pub- 
lic during  Gardener's  Weekend  April 
2-4-  We  need  young  people  (minimum 
age  15)  and  adults  to  staff  the  gates  and 
greet  and  count  all  visitors.  (Clickers 
will  be  needed  on  July  4  as  well.) 

Heritage  Plant  Sale:  The  annual 
Council  of  Friends  Plant  Sale  during 


Gardener's  Weekend  is  one  of  the 
busiest  events  of  the  year.  Volunteers 
are  needed  to  pot  plants,  set  up  several 
days  prior  to  the  sale  and  to  assist  cus- 
tomers on  sale  day. 

New  Bern  Academy:  The  academy 
museum  continues  to  be  an  exciting 
opportunity  for  men  and  women  with 
a  love  of  history.  Volunteers  staff  the 
academy  from  1  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday 
through  Saturday.  We  also  need  acad- 
emy guides  who  enjoy  working  with 
students.  School  tours  usually  take 
place  between  9  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

Other  spring  volunteer  opportunities 
include:  archaeology  diggers,  HiMTie 
School  Days  craft  aides,  costume  seam- 
stresses, aides  for  our  lawri  concerts, 
African  American  Walking  Tour 
guides,  and  character  interpreters. 

For  information  on  any  of  these 
opportunities  or  to  volunteer,  contact 
the  Volunteer  Coordinator  Fran 
Campbell  at  (252)  514-4951  or  by  e- 
mail  at  fcampbell@tryonpalace.org.  ♦ 
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The  new  year  will 

bring  some  noticeable 

changes  to  Tryon  Palace's 

renowned  gardens. 

Story  on  Page  4. 
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Green  Thumbs  Times  Two 

NEW  LEADERS  HEAD  UP  THE  TRYON  PALACE 


GARDENS  STAFF 

It's  not  unusual  for  new  and  differ- 
ent things  to  be  popping  up  around 
Tryon  Palace's  gardens,  and  lately 
that  fact  extends  even  to  the  garden 
staff  itself  as  two  new  managers  join 
the  team. 

Horticulturist  Lisa  J.  Wimpfheimer 
was  named  head  of  the  Garden  Service 
Branch  at  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites 
&  Gardens  in  October.  She  joins  fel- 
low newcomer  Timothy  Allen  Minch, 
who  began  work  as  greenhouse  manag- 
er in  summer. 

Wimpfheimer  comes  to  North 
Carolina's  first  capitol  from  the  North 
Carolina  Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  where  she  served  as  the  horti- 
culture extension  agent  in  Carteret 
County  for  the  past  eight  years.   A 
native  of  Westfield,  N.J., 
Wimpfheimer  traveled  through  Europe 
with  her  family  at  an  early  age  and  still 
recalls  her  visit  to  the  gardens  at 
Versailles  as  the  most  memorable  part 
of  that  first  trip. 

Wimpfheimer  lived  in  Nags  Head 
for  three  years  before  enrolling  at 
North  Carolina  State  University, 
where  she  earned  degrees  in  pest  man- 
agement and  entomology.  Earlier  in 
her  career  she  interned  at  the  North 
Carolina  Aquarium  in  Manteo  and 
with  farmers  in  Craven  County. 

Recent  training  includes  becoming  a 
Certified  Plant  Professional,  instructor 
for  Certified  Landscape  Technician 
and  Certified  Turfgrass  Professional. 
Wimpfheimer  has  also  participated  in 
N.C.  State's  Natural  Resources 
Leadership  Institute  and  is  trained  in 
facilitation,  conflict  resolution,  and 
collaborative  problem  solving. 

Complementing  her  education, 
Wimpfheimer  has  attended  the 
Chelsea  Flower  Show  and  travels  by 
train  to  Kew  Gardens  whenever  in 
London.   With  still  more  gardens  to 


explore,  she  has  visited 
Tokyo,  Kyoto  and  Hiroshima 
gardens  in  Japan  last 
December  as  well  as 
Australian  gardens  in  Perth, 
Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and 
Sydney.  All  of  these  explo- 
rations have  influenced  her 
plant  selections,  approach  to 
design,  and  view  of  how  peo- 
ple appreciate  public  gardens. 

In  addition,  Wimpfheimer  has  writ- 
ten a  gardenirig  column,  hosted  a  call- 
in  radio  show,  and  coordinated  volun- 
teers for  planting  projects  and  has 
coordinated  conferences  and  seminars 
related  to  environmental  stewardship, 
gardening  at  the  coast  and  butterfly 
gardenirig. 

At  Tryon  Palace,  Wimpfheimer  says, 
she  would  like  to  expand  the  collec- 
tion of  heirloom  and  native  plants  and 
is  looking  forward  to  making  the  gar- 
dens Historic  Sites  <St  a  "must  see"  for 
visitors  and  area  residents.  (For  a  clos- 
er look  at  her  plans  for  the  Tryon 
Palace  gardens,  see  the  cover  story  on 
Page  4.) 

"I'm  very  hotiored  to  be  working  at 
Tryon  Palace,"  Wimpfheimer  says.  "It's 
a  wonderful  way  to  preserve  history 
through  current  plant  material,  and  I 
hope  to  increase  the  educational 
opportunities  of  the  visitors  and  to 
bring  in  more  people  -  both  gardeners 
who  are  interested  in  the  plants  and 
others  who  might  not  be  as  familiar 
with  plant  material  -  so  we  can 
enlighten  them  as  to  the  parts  plants 
played  in  our  history." 


Minch,  Tryon  Palace's  new  green- 
house manager,  was  born  in  1958 
in  Greenville.   He  graduated  from  J.H. 
Rose  High  School  in  1977  and  enlist- 
ed in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  shortly  there- 


Horticidturist  Lisa  Wimpfheimer, 
left,  and  Greenhouse  Manager 
Timothy  Minch  bring  a  weahh  of 
experience  to  Tryon  Palace. 


after,  serving  until  1987.  While  in  the 
armed  forces  he  managed  officers' 
clubs  in  Maine,  Washington, 
Germany,  and  Turkey.   He  has  traveled 
in  many  European  countries  and  in 
Russia. 

In  1990,  Minch  returned  to  eastern 
North  Carolina  and  worked  for  the 
next  nine  years  developing  a  perennial 
nursery  on  the  grounds  of  the 
McDaniel  Plantation  (circa  1840)  in 
Trenton.   He  and  his  partners  sold  the 
property  in  2000. 

After  brief  employment  managing  a 
beach  property,  he  returned  in  2002  to 
the  New  Bern  area  to  restore  his  third 
house,  an  1890's  farmhouse.   Since  fin- 
ishing the  restoration  project,  his 
efforts  have  been  directed  toward 
development  of  the  four-acre  grounds. 

Minch  is  married  to  Cathy  McLean, 
an  occupational  therapist.   They  have 
three  children.   When  not  working  on 
projects  at  home,  they  like  spending 
time  at  their  Emerald  Isle  property 
and,  he  says,  they  are  crazy  about  surf 
fishing. 

As  for  his  arrival  at  Tryon  Palace, 
Minch  says  simply:  "I've  found  my 
niche,  definitely.  This  is  just  where  I 
need  to  be."    ♦ 
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Seeds  of  Change 

TRYON  PALACE'S  NEW  HORTICULTURIST  SHARES  HER  THOUGHTS  ON  THE  BUSY  SEASONS  AHEAD 


B^i  Li'j-:  Wimpfheimer 

There's  always  something  new 
happening  in  a  garden,  and  at 
North  Carohna's  First  Capitol 
now  is  certainly  no  exception.   It's  a 
great  honor  to  he  the  new  horticultur- 
ist at  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens.  Coming  from  a  position  with 


allee)  leading  to  the  front  door  of  the 
Palace.  Unfortunately,  years  of  envi- 
ronmental stresses  and  some  inaccu- 
rate pruning  cuts  led  to  these  trees  rot- 
ting from  the  inside  out.   Recent  soil 
testing  shows  highly  alkaline  soil, 
which  caused  yellowing  leaves  and 
poor  uptake  of  nutrients  by  the  trees. 


The  tall  Darlington  Oaks  leading  to  Tryon  Palace's  front  door  were  removed  in 
October  after  they  had  reached  the  end  of  their  lifespan. 


the  North  Carolina  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  in  neighboring 
Carteret  County,  1  bring  plenty  of 
experience  in  gardening  education  to 
the  grounds.  Add  the  historical  aspects 
of  these  very  special  gardens  and  you 
have  a  unique  situation. 

The  first  noticeable  change  since  my 
arrival  iti  Octtiber  2003  was  the 
removal  of  21  l")arlington  oaks  from 
-he  avenue  (formerly  known  as  the 


The  marl  path  that  leads  to  the  Palace 
leaches  minerals  that  also  contribute 
to  this  alkaline  soil  condition. 

Since  this  issue  has  been  identified, 
future  choices  of  plants  should  be  tol- 
erant of  high  pH  soils  so  that  they  will 
thrive  rather  than  struggle  in  the 
existing  soil  conditions.   Right  now  we 
are  researching  the  question  of  what 
should  replace  the  old  Darlington 
oaks,  and  we'll  consider  the  interpreta- 


tion for  historical  accuracy  and  the 
enjoyment  of  the  gardens  as  guiding 
principles  for  the  future. 

Hurricane  Isabel  destroyed  only  one 
tree  within  the  Palace  gardens. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  one  of  the  four 
matched  cherry  laurel  trees  in  the 
Green  Garden.   To  maintain  the  sym- 
metry that  is  essential  in  this  intimate 
garden,  all  four  trees  will  have  to  be 
replaced.   It  is  difficult  to  locate 
matched,  tree  form  cherry  laurels  in 
the  nursery  trade,  so  the  gardeners  will 
begin  to  train  the  new  plants  in  the 
original  manner. 

Focal  points  within  the 
Kellenberger,  Hawks  Allee,  Latham, 
Stanley  House  and  Wilderness  gardens 
include  sculptures  and  fountains. 
Over  time  and  with  the  flow  of  water, 
some  damage  has  occurred  to  these 
sculptures.   We  will  work  with  Tryon 
Palace's  Museum  Branch  to  make  nec- 
essary repairs  in  the  coming  months. 
If  repairs  are  not  possible,  appropriate 
replacements  will  be  considered.   So  if 
during  your  next  visit  a  favorite  foun- 
tain or  sculpture  is  missing  from  it's 
spot,  please  be  assured  it  will  be 
replaced  in  better  condition. 

Whenever  we  think  of  the  Palace, 
we  picture  the  gardens  within  the 
palace  walls.   Formal  gardens  designed 
by  Morley  Jeffers  Williams  have  been 
filled  seasonally  with  mums,  tulips  and 
summer  annuals.   The  "bones"  or 
structural  evergreen  plants  have  reach- 
ed maturity,  and  need  to  be  main- 
tained properly  in  order  to  preserve 
the  essence  of  the  original  garden 
design.   Rejuvenation  or  renovation 
pruning  will  allow  us  to  keep  the  same 
plants,  just  reduce  them  in  size.   This 
horticultural  practice  involves  severely 
cutting  back  the  branches  in  late  win- 
ter or  early  spring.  The  established 
root  system  will  have  the  energy  to 
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push  new  leaves  out  and  fill  in  the 
shrubs  during  the  spring  and  summer. 
We  hope  to  stagger  the  pruning  efforts 
to  maintain  structure  in  the  gardens. 
There  will  be  changes  in  other  gar- 
dens as  well.  The  Kitchen  Garden  is 
intensively  managed,  as  was  necessary 
to  put  food  on  the  governor's  table. 
The  relatively  mild  winters  allow 
greens  such  as  cabbage,  spinach  and 


We  may  convert  some  lawn 
areas  to  meadows,  which 
were  more  typically  seen  in 

THE  I  8th  CENTURY. 


beets  to  be  grown.  Root  vegetables 
provide  another  winter  staple,  and  the 
challenge  is  to  continue  to  save  seeds 
and  plant  heirloom  varieties.  If  you 
have  a  seed  source  that  you  are  willing 
to  share,  please  contact  us  for  details. 

Numerous  apple,  pear  and  fig  trees 
in  the  Kitchen  Garden  have  been 
pruned  in  the  espalier  fashion  around 
the  garden  walls.   Some  of  these  heir- 
loom trees  have  been  infected  with 
diseases  such  as  fireblight  and  canker. 
New  tree  species  have  been  bred  to 
resist  these  diseases,  but  our  old-fash- 
ioned varieties  still  succumb  to  them. 
We  will  replant  the  heirloom  fruit 
trees  and  establish  a  disease  prevention 
program  using  integrated  pest  manage- 
ment. This  will  allow  us  to  manage 
pest  problems  in  many  of  the  same 
ways  early  farmers  did,  plus  use  addi- 
tional methods  of  low-impact  chemical 
controls.    (This  is  a  good  time  to  men- 
tion that  our  February  Garden  Lecture 
topic  will  be  Pruning  Ornamental  and 
Fruit  Trees  in  the  Landscape.   So  make 
time  on  Valentine's  Day  to  learn  about 
proper  pruning  and  show  your  plants 
the  love  they  deserve!) 

The  challenging  soil  conditions 
have  already  been  mentioned  in 
regards  to  trees.   Soil  conditions  also 
greatly  impact  the  fruits  and  vegetables 
that  are  produced  in  the  Kitchen 


Garden.   Using  cover  crops  such  as 
clover  during  the  winter,  we  can  pre- 
vent soil  erosion.   Cover  crops  also 
prevent  weed  seedlings  from  germinat- 
ing and  add  nitrogen  and  organic  mat- 
ter to  the  soil  when  the  clover  is  tilled 
under.  Since  we  do  not  use  synthetic 
fertilizers  in  the  kitchen  garden,  it  is 
necessary  to  build  the  soil  and  use 
composted  materials  as  sources  of  plant 
nutrients.  (If  you  have 
an  interest  in  organic 
gardening  or  controlling 
pests  in  the  garden,  the 
March  13  Garden 
Lecture  will  be  of  inter- 
est to  you.) 

The  Wilderness 
Garden  is  a  valuable 
area  for  us  to  observe 
the  beauty  and  durabili- 
ty of  native  plants  here  in  the  Coastal 
Plain  of  North  Carolina.  Numerous 
plants  already  have  labels,  and  we  will 
be  working  to  label  more  of  them.   We 
are  planning  on  adding  more  native 
trees,  shrubs  and  an  area  for  native 
flowers.   This  will  provide  a  beautiful 
area  late  next  summer  for  native  but- 
terflies to  feed  on  these  flowers.  The 
gardens  should  be  a 
place  of  education 
and  beauty,  so  our 
primary  focus  in  this 
Wilderness  Garden 
is  the  expansion  of 
lovely  native  plants. 
The  lawn  areas  of 
the  Palace  and  his- 
toric sites  are  also 
going  to  receive 
some  attention.   It  is 
a  well-documented 
fact  that  healthy 
lawns  hold  up  to 
drought  and  foot 
traffic  better  than 
weak  turf  areas. 
Warm-season  grasses 
planted  behind  the 
Stanley  House  and 
Commission  House 
are  small  accent  turf 
areas  that  may  be 
used  as  croquet  sites. 


The  courtyard  in  front  o{  the  Palace  is 
used  for  lawn  bowling  demonstrations 
that  are  enjoyed  by  young  and  old. 
The  South  Lawn  is  the  site  of  many 
outdoor  events  and  subject  to  more 
traffic  and  some  of  the  alkaline  soil 
conditions  mentioned  previously.   We 
may  convert  some  lawn  areas  to  mead- 
ows, which  were  more  typically  seen  in 
the  18th  century. 

With  so  many  garden  projects  to 
complete,  we  are  grateful  for  the 
expertise  of  the  staff  and  volunteers 
who  tend  these  areas.   If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  volunteering  in  the  gardens, 
please  contact  Fran  Campbell,  volun- 
teer coordinator,  and  she  will  help  you 
find  a  job  that  is  right  for  you.   If  you 
are  interested  in  learning  more  about 
our  gardens,  please  attend  our  garden 
lectures  and  special  events  to  view  the 
gardens  regularly.   Because  things 
change  so  often  in  our  gardens,  we 
don't  want  you  to  miss  one  glorious 
moment.   Happy  gardening!    ♦ 

USA  WIMPFHEMER  recently  joined 
the  Tryun  Palace  family  as  staff  horticultur' 
ist.  To  firul  out  more  about  Lisa,  see  the 
Palace  Profile  on  Page  3  of  this  issue. 


The  interisely  managed  Kitchen  Garden ,  where  crops 
are  groiun  all  year,  will  see  significant  changes. 
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The   Calendar 


January  1 

Holiday 

Happy  New  Year! 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
is  closed  for  the  holiday. 


Ago  —  The  Work  of  Stephen  F.  Miller 

Sara  K.  ^p(Ming,  curator  of  interpretation, 
will  discuss  the  writings  of  1 820s  New 
Bern  resident  Stephen  F.  Miller  and  explore 
the  local  population  demographics  and  the 
historical  landscape  of  New  Bern  in  the 
antebellum  period. 


January  19 


January  6 

Movie 

A  Raisin  in  the  Sun 


Holiday 

Martin  Luther  King  Day 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
is  open  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


February  1 4 

Garden  Lecture 

Landscape  Pruning:  The  Why,  When 
and  Wherefore 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Dr.  Tom  Glasgow,  Craven  County 
Cooperative  Extension  director  and 
Certified  Arborist,  will  discuss  the  impor- 
tance of  correctly  pruning  of  trees  and 
shrubs  in  the  lar\dscape.  He  will  also  talk 
on  fruit  tree  pruning  and  the  method  of 
espalier  pruning. 


m 


Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Walter  Lee  Younger  is  a  young  man  strug- 
gling with  his  station  in  life.  Sharing  a  tiny  . 
apartment  with  his  wife,  son,  sister  and            reDrUary  .Z 

mother,  he  seems  like  an  imprisoned  man  - 
until  the  family  gets  an  unexpected  financial 
windfall.  Sidney  Poitier,  Rudy  Dee,  and 
Louis  Gossett  Jr.  star. 


January  15 


Lecture 

How  J.T.  Barber  School  Got  Its  Name 

Thursday,  7  p.m.  Tryon  Palace 
Auditorium.  Free. 

A  discussion  by  guest  panelists  will  focus  on 
the  history  of  J.T.  BarberfWest  Street 
School,  the  most  prominent  school  for 
African  Americans  in  New  Bern  during  the 
days  of  segregation.  The  lecture  is  part  of 
an  ongoing  joint  lecture  series  sponsored  by 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  and 
the  James  City  Historical  Society. 


Special  Event 

North  Carolina  Historic  Sites 
History  Bowl 

Monday,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Visitor 
Center  Auditorium.  Free. 

Eastern  North  Carolirw.  middle  school 
classes  will  face  off  at  Tryon  Palace's  sec- 
ond annual  History  Bowl  game. 
Competition  will  be  scheduled  throughout 
the  day,  and  the  general  public  is  welcome 
to  attend  to  cheer  the  students  on. 


February  1 9 


February  3 


January  17 


Saturday  Sampler 
^collections  of  New  Bern  1 80  Years 


Movie 

Shakespeare  In  Love 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Gwyneth  Paltrow  and  Joseph  Fiennes  lead 
an  all-star  cast  in  this  charming  romantic 
comedy  set  in  Elizabethan  London.  The 
tale  involves  a  young  William  Shakespeare 
and  his  struggles  with  his  latest  work, 
"Romeo  and  Ethel  the  Pirate's  Daughter." 


Movie 

February  One 

Thursday,  7  p.m.  Tryon  Palace 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Filmmaker  Rebecca  Cerese  will  screen  and 
discuss  her  new  documentary  about  the 
famous  Greensboro  sit-in,  which  not  only 
challenged  North  Carolina  law  but  served 
as  a  blueprint  for  the  non-violent  civil  rights 
protests  that  swept  the  nation  throughout 
the  1960s.  The  event  is  part  of  an  ongoing 
joint  lecture  series  sponsored  by  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  and  the 
James  City  Historical  Society. 


^#9siace     Winter  2004 


Winter    2004 


February  28 

Scouting  Out  Tryon  Palace 

9  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.   $8  student,  $12 
adult.  Space  is  limited  prepayment 
required.  Girl  Scout  leaders  must  call 
the  Coastal  Carolina  Girl  Scout 
Council  at  (800)  558-9297,  ext.  118, 
by  February  13  to  register. 

Girl  Scouts  of  all  ages  can  enjoy  a  fun-filled 
day  of  history  featuring  tours  of  the  Palace 
and  three  other  historic  homes ,  take-home 
projects ,  Colonial  games  and  hands-on 
activities.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  enjoy 
this  special  Girl  Scout  day  at  North 
CaroUrm's  First  Capitol.  Activities  are 
designed  for  school  age  girfs;  some  activities 
have  a  minimum  age  requirement. 

Movie 

Far  and  Away 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

A  young  Term  Cruise  leaves  Ireland  vaith 
his  landlord's  daughter  (Nicole  Kidman) 
after  some  trouble  with  her  father,  and  they 
dream  of  owning  land  at  the  big  ^veaway 
in  1893  Oklahoma. 

March  13 

Garden  Lecture 

Organic  Gardening 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Tryon  Palace  Horticulturist  Lisa 
Wimpfheimer  will  share  methods  for  gar- 
dening without  chemicals .  She  will  address 
the  basics  of  building  soil  and  managing 
pests,  along  with  special  tips  for  southern 
gardeners . 


March  18 


Lecture 

Free  Black  Slaveholders  in  North 

Carolina 

Thursday,  7  p.m.  Tryon  Palace 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Dr.  Darin].  Waters  will  speak  about  slave- 
holding  among  free  blacks  in  the  United 
States  in  general  and  North  Carolina  in 
particular  as  he  highlights  some  of  the  con- 
troversial issvies  related  to  this  little-knoum 
facet  of  American  history.  The  lecture  is 
part  of  an  ongoing  joint  lecture  series  spon- 
sored by  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  and  the  fames  City  Historical 
Society. 

March  21 

Walking  Tour 

African  American  Historic  Downtown 
Walking  Tour 

Sunday,  2  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor 


Center.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Learn  about  300  years  of  African-American 
history  as  our  popular  walking  tour  of  New 
Bern's  historic  district  returns  following  its 
winter  hioxus .  This  tour  lasts  approximately 
90  minutes  and  covers  16  blocks. 


March  21-23 

36th  Annual  Tryon  Palace  Decorative 
Arts  Symposium 

"A  Choice  and  Very  Splendid 
Assortment  of  Goods  — 
Craftsmanship  in  North  Carolina" 

Our  annual  symposium  will  focus  on  the 
arts  and  crafts  of  North  Carolina.  Lectures 
by  leading  experts,  tours,  and  social  events 
are  part  of  the  three-day  event  planned  in 
cooperation  with  the  East  Carolina 
University  Division  of  Continuing  Studies. 
For  complete  details  see  the  story  and  regis- 
tration form  on  Pages  1 0  and  1 1 . 


And  Just  Around 
the  Corner ... 


Gardeners'  Weekend  - 
one  of  the  most  popular 
annual  events  on  the  Tryon 
Palace  calendar  each  year  - 
will  take  place  again  on 
April  2-4,  2004.  Our  garden 
staff  is  already  gearing  up  for 
the  2004  version,  so  make 
plans  to  join  us  for  this 
annual  rite  of  spring,  held  in 
conjunction  with  New  Bern's  Spring  Homes,  Gardens  and  Arts  Tour. 

Highlights  of  Gardeners'  Weekend  include  free  admission  to  Tryon 
Palace's  grounds  and  gardens,  a  special  free  garden  lecture  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  Tryon  Palace's  popular  annual  Heritage  Plant  Sale,  where 
visitors  have  an  opportunity  to  shop  for  rare  and  historic  trees,  shrubs, 
herbs,  and  perennials. 

For  the  most  up-to-date  information  on  Gardeners'  Weekend  2004 
as  the  event  approaches,  be  sure  to  check  our  web  site,  ivww.tryonpalace .org. 
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If        y  :>chool  Were  Always  This  Much  Fun 


From  a  hiimhle  beginning  of  a  single  one-day  session  in 
October  of  1998,  Tryon  Palace  Home  School  Days  has 
grown  by  leaps  and  bounds.   It  is  now  a  twice-yearly 
event  including  hands-on  activities  and  tours  enjoyed  by 
over  600  home-schooled  children  and  their  families  in 
2003. 

This  fall's  expanded  two-day  ticket  attracted  home 
schoolers  from  cities  throughout  North  Carolina  -  some 
from  as  far  away  as  Winston-Salem.   It  featured  tours  of 
Tryon  Palace  and  its  historic  homes,  as  well  as  activities 
such  as  candle  dipping,  colonial  dress  up,  weaving,  black- 
smithing,  colonial  games,  and  corn  husk  doll  making,  with 
students  taking  their  own  handiwork  home  with  them. 

As  the  smiling  faces  iii  these  photos  show,  a  good  (yet 
educational)  time  was  had  by  all.  Spring  Home  School  Day 
sessions  are  planned  for  May  2004.   Watch  our  web  site  for 
more  information  and  dates.  ♦ 


From  top,  students  participatmg  in  the  Fall  2003 
Home  School  Days  take  their  turns  at  dressmg  up  in 
Colonial  garb,  haiul-loom  weaving,  and  making 
com  husk  dolls . 
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News    From 


Our    Friends 


Council  of  Friends  Board  Includes  Five  New  Members 


The  Board  ot  Directors  ot  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of 
Friends  is  pleased  to  welcome 
five  new  memhers.  They  are,  Carson 
Brice,  Judy  Easley,  Lynn  Ives,  Carole 
Kemp,  and  Torrey  Stroud. 

Carson  Brice  grew  up  in  Smithfield, 
N.C.,  and  now  lives  in  Raleigh.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  St.  Catherine's  School  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  where 
she  received  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
and  master's  degree  in  business  admin- 
istration.  Carson  has  worked  in  mar- 
keting positions  at  National 
Geographic  Television,  the  Discovery 
Channel  and  Red  Storm 
Entertainment. 

Judy  Easley  is  originally  from  Rocky 
Mount  and  lives  now  in  Raleigh, 
where  she  works  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Department  Cultural 
Resources  as  the  liaison  to  boards, 
commissions,  and  foundations.  Judy  is 
a  graduate  of  Peace  College,  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  and  East  Carolina 
University,  where  she  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree.  She  has 
served  as  past  president  of  the  board  of 
the  Greenville  Museum  of  Art  and  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Green- 
ville Arts  Council. 

Although  not  a  native  North 
Carolinian,  Lynn  Ives  says  she  has 
always  had  strong  ties  to  our  state.  She 
is  now  from  Rocky  Mount  and  resides 
there  with  her  husband,  Allen,  and 
children,  George  and  Jane.  Lynn 
comes  to  the  Council  of  Friends  board 
with  experience  as  she  also  serves  on 
the  Rocky  Mount  Academy  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  Saint  Mary's  School 
Alumni  Council. 

Carole  Kemp  grew  up  in  New  Bern 
and  has  very  strong  ties  to  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
through  her  mother,  who  served  on 
the  Tryon  Palace  Commission.   Carole 


Tr}'on  Palace  Director  Kay  P.  Williams,  center,  chats  with  Tudi  Moldestad,  left,  and  Dee 
Mayer  at  a  get-together  hosted  by  members  of  the  Council  of  Friends  in  Fairfield  Harbour. 


attended  St.  Mary's  School  and  gradu- 
ated from  East  Carolina  University. 
She  is  involved  in  several  church  and 
community  outreach  activities  and  is 
presently  the  volunteer  Chair  for  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends  2003 
Annual  Campaign,  to  which  she 
brings  a  tremendous  enthusiasm  and 
sense  of  devotion. 

Torrey  Stroud  grew  up  in  Raleigh,  is 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  and  received 
a  master's  degree  in  education  from 
East  Carolina  University.  Torrey  lived 
in  New  Bern  for  1 2  years  and  was 
owner  of  City  Art  Works  Gallery.   For 
the  past  six  years,  she  has  lived  in 
Greenville,  where  she  is  a  partner  in 
City  Art  Gallery.  She  also  has  board 
experience  as  a  volunteer  on  the  board 
of  the  Pitt  County  Mediation  Center. 


MEMBERSHIP  RECRUITMENT 

We  continue  to  have  success  with 
membership  recruitment  in  the  local 
neighborhoods  of  New   Bern.   The 
second  event  at  Fairfield  Harbour  was 


a  "picnic  in  the  park"  hosted  by 
Fairfield  Harbour  members  of  the 
Council  of  Friends.   Thirty-four  new 
member  prospects  attended,  and  many 
have  become  new  friends. 

On  Sept.  23,  2003,  Rita  and  Jim 
Jacobsen  hosted  a  Council  of  Friends 
wine  and  cheese  reception  at  their 
home  in  Taberna.  Twenty-one  current 
members  attended.  As  a  result  of  that 
gathering,  the  Taberna  Council  of 
Friends  members  hosted  another 
reception  at  the  home  of  Dottie  and 
Jim  Jacobsen  for  12  prospective  mem- 
bers.  Our  heartfelt  thanks  to  both 
couples  for  hosting  these  lovely  and 
successful  events. 

On  Nov.  4,  Kay  Williams  and  Karen 
O'Connell  attended  a  luncheon  for 
the  Greensboro  affiliate  chapter  of  the 
Council  of  Friends.  Members  Aurelia 
Stafford  and  Adelaide  Holderness  gra- 
ciously made  all  the  arrangements  for 
the  luncheon,  which  was  held  at  the 
Greensboro  Country  Club.  Twenty- 
nine  guests  attended.  Council  of 
Friends  Board  Member  Hayes  Clement 
spoke  about  the  Council  of  Friends.  4 
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Our    New 


Friends 


The  Tryon  Palace  Council  of 
Friends  welcomes  the  following 
new  members  who  have  joined  since 
Aug.  19,  2003: 

Sponsor 

Timothy  A.  Minch  and  Cathy 
McLean,  New  Bern 

Family  /  Grandparent 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Curry, 

New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  P.  Flanagan, 

New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sazi  Koylu,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Reid,  Greenville 
Alice  W.  Thomason,  Greensboro 

Supporter 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  FH.  Bledsoe, 

Greenville,  SC 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  E.  Jacksits, 

New  Bern 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Johnson,  New  Bern 
Lorna  Mitchell,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Reiner,  New  Bern 
Katherine  G.  Stern,  Greensboro 

Backer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Keane, 
New  Bern 

Associate 

Gayle  Albertini,  New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rober  D.  Burnett, 

New  Bern 
Ann  W.  Busick,  Fuquay-Varina 
Barbara  A.  Carbo,  Washington 
Susan  B.  Cheathain,  Arapahoe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Clark,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christopher  P.  Coke, 

Jacksoiiville 
Judith  A.  Everett,  New  Bern 
Thomas  J.  Fineco,  New  Bern 
Jonathan  E.  Friesen,  Durham 


Judith  A.  Greika,  Havelock 

Marie  Guide,  New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  C.  Holzberger, 

New  Bern 
Linda  P.  Howard,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.T.  James,  Murrells 

Inlet,  SC 
Judith  Johnson,  New  Bern 
Zandra  C.  Johnson,  New  Bern 
Lillian  C.  Jones,  Washington 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dougald  W.  McLaurin, 

New  Bern 
Teresa  L.  Lathrop,  New  Bern 
Chris  McPhee,  New  Bern 
Elleana  Muenster,  New  Bern 
Elaine  A.  Nevins,  New  Bern 
Lorelei  Schaffhausen,  Beltsville,  MD 
Lynton  E.  Stephenson,  New  Bern 
Patricia  N.  Tencza,  New  Bern 
Kevin  C.  Ward,  Raleigh 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Weiser,  New  Bern 
Lisa  Wimpfheimer,  Beaufort   ♦ 


Symposium  Will  Focus  on  North  Carolina  Crafts 


"A' 


Choice  and  Very  Splendid 
Assortment  of  Goods: 
.Craftsmanship  in  North 
Carolina"  will  be  the  theine  of  the 
36th  Annual  Tryon  Palace  Decorative 
Arts  Symposium  Mar.  21  to  23  at 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
in  New  Bern. 

Collectors,  scholars,  and  others 
interested  in  the  decorative  arts  gather 
from  across  the  eastern  United  States 
each  year  for  the  annual  event,  which 
features  three  days  of  talks  by  leading 
experts  in  the  field,  special  behind- 
the-scenes  tours  and  social  events.  The 
symposium  is  co-sponsored  each  year 
by  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  and  the  Division  of 
Continuing  Studies  at  East  Caroliria 
University. 

The  2004  symposium  will  focus 
attention  on  the  achievement  of 
North  Carolina  artisan-craftsmen, 
which  has  been  largely  overshadowed 


by  interest  in  the  products  made  in  the 
colonies  and  states  to  our  immediate 
north  and  south.  The  guest  speakers 
will  address  a  range  of  topics  including 
architecture,  coastal  and  backcountry 
furniture,  the  long  rifle,  quilts  and  cov- 
erlets, and  traditional  pottery  -  all 
with  a  North  Carolina  accent. 

The  opening  lecture  on  Sunday  will 
feature  Catherine  W  Bishir,  senior 
architectural  historian,  Preservation 
North  Carolina  in  Raleigh.  Her  topic 
is,  "North  Carolina  Architecture: 
Tradition,  Taste,  and  Region." 

Other  lecture  topics  and  speakers 
during  the  three-day  symposium 
include: 

—  "Complex  Networks  in  Colonial 
Northeastern  North  Carolina  and 
Their  Impact  on  Furniture 
Production"  by  Matthew  W  Hobbs,  a 
graduate  student  at  Duke  University's 
Fuqua  School  of  Business  in  Durham. 

— "Some  of  the  nicest  furneter  ... 


ever  [you]  did  see:  Furniture  of  the 
North  Carolina  Backcountry"  by  June 
D.  Lukas,  coordinator  of  special  pro- 
grams at  the  Museum  of  Southern 
Decorative  Arts  in  Winston-Salem. 

—  "An  Artistic  Study  of  the  North 
Carolina  Schools  of  Long  Rifles,  1780 
-1835"  by  William  W  Ivey,  an 
Asheboro  lawyer  and  collector. 

—  "From  Yard  Goods  to  Scrap  Bags: 
North  Carolina  Bed  Covers"  by  Becky 
H.  Minnix,  a  guide  at  the  Museum  of 
Early  Southern  Decorative  Arts  at  Old 
Salem  in  Winston-Salem. 

—  "North  Carolina  Pottery:  From 
Craft  to  Art"  by  Charles  G.  Zug  III, 
professor  emeritus  of  English  and  folk- 
lore at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  Chapel  Hill  and  director 
of  the  North  Carolina  Pottery  Center 
in  Seagrove. 

To  take  part  for  the  2004  sympo- 
sium, fill  out  the  registration  form  on 
Page  1 1  of  this  issue.   ♦ 
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Registration  Form 

The  36th  Annual  Tryon  Palace  Decorative  Arts  Symposium 

One  person  per  form;  duplicate  as  necessary 

Title:  (Please  circle)     Dr.       Mr.       Mrs.      Ms.       Miss 

Name  (as  you  wish  it  to  appear  on  nametag):    

Social  Security  Number:  

Mailing  Address:    

City/State/Zip:    

Daytime  Telephone  Number:    Evening  Telephone  Number:     


REGISTER  EARLY 

Deadline  for  optional  dinner  reservations  is  March  5,  2004- 

Please  Check  Your  Selection: 

Complete  Symposium  Package 

(does  not  include  the  Monday  Dinner  Option) 

Registration  Fee  $  260  '  postmarked  through  Jan.  M,  2004 $260  _ 

Complete  Symposium  Package 

(does  not  include  the  Monday  Dinner  Option) 

Registration  Fee  $  290 -postmarked  after  Jan.  31,  2004 $290 

Sunday  Only  Package 

(includes  Palace  Tour,  Keynote  Lecture  and  Sunday  Evening  Reception) 

Registration  Fee  $85  -  postmarked  through  Jan.  31,  2004 $85  _ 

Sunday  Only  Package 

(includes  Palace  Tour,  Keynote  Lecture  and  Sunday  Evening  Reception) 

Registration  Fee  $110 -postmarked  after  Jan.  31,  2004 $110. 

Monday  Dinner  Option  (space  limited  to  40  people)        $40 

Spouse/Guest  Ticket  -  Sunday  Night  Reception $30 

Spouse/Guest  Ticket  -  Monday  Night  Social  Hour $30 

TOTAL  FEE  ENCLOSED 


Method  of  Payment: 

Q  Check  (make  payable  to  ECU) 

LJ  Charge  to Visa MasterCard 

Card  Number Exp.  Date 

Authorizing  Signature 


Mail  to:      Tryon  Palace  Symposium    •    Division  ot  Q)ntinuing  Studies 

East  Carolina  University    •    103  Erwin  Building 

Greenville,  NC  27858-4353 

Telephone:  (252)  328-6143  or  1-800-767-91 1 1  long  distance  only     •     Fax:  (252)  328-1600 

Email:  alejandroj@mail.ecu.edu 

If  you  have  any  special  needs  relating  to  diet,  please  enclose  a  note  stating  your  needs.  The  registration  fee  ot  $260  (or  $290 
per  person  postmarked  after  Jan.  31,  2004)  covers  lectures,  materials,  tours,  refreshments,  socials,  and  specified  meals. 
Requests  for  refunds  must  be  made  in  writing  and  postmarked  by  March  1,  2004-  An  administrative  processing  charge  ot 
20%  of  the  fee  will  be  retained.  Substitutions  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
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The  Museum  Shop  is  proud  to  offer 
a  New  Bern  exclusive  -  a  com- 
plete line  of  elegant,  stylish,  and 
beautiful  silk  scarves  from  ECHO 
designers. 

These  colorful,  spring-inspired 
scarves  are  the  perfect  way  to  add  a 
little  color  to  your  lite  during  the  win- 
ter months.  Prices  range  from  squares 
for  $12  to  wraps  for  $75. 


And  here's  something  to  look  for- 
ward to:  The  Museum  Shop  will  soon 
introduce  its  own  ECHO-designed 
scarf  based  upon  objects  in  the  Tryon 
Palace  coUectiim  -  a  truly  special  gift. 
Watch  for  it! 

Other  featured  items  for  the  winter 
months  include  desk  and  writing 
accessories  -  inkwells,  glass  pens  and 
styluses,  writing  boxes  and  more  -  all 


of  which  make  popular  gifts  for  men, 
women,  graduates,  or  new  homes. 

Reproduction  items  from  the  18th 
and  19th  centuries  are  bestsellers  and 
come  in  all  price  ranges.  And  don't 
forget  to  pick  up  something  from  our 
monogrammed  line  of  note  cards  and 
paperweights.  They're  always  in  stock 
and  always  elegant,  at  prices  from  $10 
to  $25. 


VO  Box  1007,  New  Bern,  NC  28563 


Non-Profit 
US.  Postage 

PAID 

Permit  No.  406 

New  Bern,  NC 

28563-1007 


